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By Shaykh Muhammad Ashfaq al-Misbahi, Imam Magid-e-Raza, Balaclava, B'brn, U.K. (England)|+

Wadi Raza ki, koh e him ala Raza ka hai

Jis samt dekhiye, woh ilaga Raza ka hai
The valley belongs to Raza, so too The Himalayas '
Wherever one looks towards, it is the land of Raza

‘And one who has been blessed with
wisdom has been blessed with abundant
goodness.” Al-Bagara, 269

Hadith: ‘ If Allah willsto bestow someone
with special virtue, He makes him afaqih of
thereligion.’

Among these virtuous and blessed
personalitiesdescribed in Allah’'s Book and the
Hadith of the Prophet sal Allah ‘alayh wa
sallam is Imam Ahl as-Sunna, ‘Ala Hadrat
‘alayh ar-Rahma - in fact, there has been no
match to hisvirtue and excellencein the past
century.

Imam Ahl as-Sunna ‘Alayh ar-Rahma
was agreat mujaddid (al-mujaddid al-a zam)
of the fourteenth century, both by the
consensus of the scholars Culama) of theArab
lands as well as those around the globe. Al-
ImamAhmad RidaKhanisan individual who
dedicated hisentirelifeto servethereligion of
Islam (ad-din al-Islam), He left over a
thousand books which aimed to preserve both
our creed as well as the Hanafi school of
jurisprudence; in fact, the imam published

(DU e eV e e el e Vel e U e b ba e babe b babe be babe baba e bava e

5

roughly three hundred separate works on the
subject of Islamic jurisprudence.

Anindividual’seminence can berealised
when even enemies are obliged to laud that
very person with praise. Al-lIrnam Ahmad
Rida's juristic status was such that even
scholars of groups stray from Ahl as-Sunna
(the neo- Mu'tazili inthis case) confirmed the
great legal intelligence of Ahmad Rida.

Malik Ghulam* Ali (who was an assi stant
of Abu al-A’laMardudi) writesthat although
thereisaprevalence of negative perceptions
of a-lIrnam Ahmad Rida, he, after scrupulously
examining the works of the imam, ‘ became
aware of his[theimam’s] deep and profound
knowledge, whilst thelovefor Allah and His
Messenger sal Allah ‘alayhwasallamisseen
onevery linein hisbooks.’

The mufti of the Hanabila (adherentsto
Hanbali school of jurisprudence) in Makkaal-
Mukarrama described al-Irnam Ahmad Rida
Khaninthefollowing words:

‘The great genius, research scholar,
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whose tree of knowledge will continuously
grow astimewill pass, and whose actionswill
befruitful inthe court of Allah.’

The above extract displaysthe status of
theArab of al-lIrnam Ahmad RidaKhaninthe
eyesof theArab ‘ulama, Asfor the non-Arab
scholars (specifically thosewhom hail fromthe
Indian subcontinent), many are left simply
bewildered by the erudition and prowess of the
imam. Mufti Sadr al-Shari’ astatesin that the
research conducted and published by al-Imam
Ahmad Rida in his legal edicts (which are
foundinal-’ Ataa-Nabawiyyafi a-Fatawaal -
Ridawiyya) ismatchlessin quality and scope,
whilst the manner in which the imam has
answered and published thousands of fatawa
have left many scholars simply stunned®.
Professor I gbal meanwhilebelieved nineteenth
century Hind (including countries that were
later partitioned) produced nojurist asclever
and as sharp as ‘' AlaHadrat.

Al-Imam Ahmad Rida K han gave legal
verdictsfor fifty five years during which he
became one of the most trusted muftis of the
religion, recognised by scholarsall acrossthe
globe. ImamAhl as-Sunnawasin fact destined
to be aphenomenal jurist from avery young
age; hisfirst legal verdict which he gave at
the age of fourteen isclear evidence of this.

The question posed wasif awoman will
become afoster mother to achild ifher milk
wasto passthrough the nose of that child. The
imam answered this question with detailed
evidences backing his stance, a stance which
in fact he held for the remainder of hislife.

The period during the lifetime of the
imam witnessed the introduction of paper
money into the monetary system and the
international markets and economies. Thiswas
a difficult issue for the scholars of
jurisprudence, who were unsure and puzzled
regarding its permissibility. When al-Imam
Ahmad RidaKhan journeyed to al-Hijaz for
the Hajj, he was posed questions by the
scholars of the Haramayn on thisissue:

01. Ispaper money regarded and treated as
wealth?

02. IsZakaat obligatory upon an individual
when the paper money he possesses
reachesthelevel of nisaab?

03. Ispaper money permissible asaform of
dowry?

04. Is punishment necessary upon an
individual associated with its theft? S.
Can paper money be transacted between
darahim?

[Hewas asked afurther seven questionstoo]

Al-Imam Ahmad RidaKhan, in response
to these questions posed to him, wrote an
eighty-pagework intheArabic language which
proved the permissibility of paper money. The
author ofNuzhaal-K hawatir read thiswork and
wrotethefollowing:

‘Alike of Ahmad Ridaisrareinregards
to hisknowledge and information of a-figh al-
Hanafi, hisfatawa (legal verdicts) and the book
Kifl a- Fagihisclear evidence of this.’

‘AlaHadrat said, ‘ The essence of anote

is that it is a piece of paper, people are
attracted to it due to the sign and stamp [on

1. Bahar e Shariat, Volume 2
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the note]. It comesin use when needed and it
is kept safe for usage when in need - thisis
the definition of maal (wealth). Therefore, we
understand that anoteisatype of wealth and
itispriced. Itis[written] in Fath al-Qadir that
if one sells a piece of paper for a thousand
darahim then this transaction is permissible
and not disliked. Therefore, how can the
transaction of a note with darahim be
impermissible.

OnceKifl al-Fagih reached the library
of the haram of al-Makkaal-Mukarrama, the
Mufti of the Hanafis, ‘ Abd Allah bin Siddique
examined the work and struck his thigh
remarking, ‘Wherewas Jamal bin‘*AbdAllah
from this clear nass? i.e. he was astonished
at how Ahmad Ridamade the ruling so clear
which had previously left many ‘ulama,
including Mufti ‘Abd Allah bin Sigddique,
perplexed.

The mastery and deep understanding of
theimam in the field of jurisprudence can be
understood by reading his commentary titled
Jadd al-Mumtar on Radd al-Muhtar, written
by Khatam a-Muhaqgqiqin, ‘ Allamaibn‘ Abidin
al-Shami as a commentary itself on al-Durr
al-Mukhtar. Al-Irnam ibn * Abidin al-Shami
wrotethat the salat of zuhr ismakruh (disliked)
when performed after the shadow of an object
isgreater than itsown Iength1 (excluding the
shadow prevalent when the sun was at its
zenith). Al-lIrnam Ahmad Rida Khan held a
contradictory opinion and compiled detailed

evidencesto provethelack of karahaif salat
al-zuhr is performed after this period.

Al-Imam Ahl as-Sunnawas al so asked
about the permissibility in the Hanafi madhab
regarding the combining the prayers whilst
travelling. Theimam wrote that there aretwo
types of combinations: (1) A real combining
when two prayersare prayed within the prayer
time of one; (2) An apparent combining where
thefirst prayer isdelayed until afew moments
beforethe end of its prescribed time - onethen
prays the first prayer and then performs the
second prayer immediately due to the
commencement of itsrespectivetime by the
timethefirst prayer isconcluded. ImamAhmad
Rida Khan said that the first type of
combinationisonly permissiblein‘ Arafat and
Muzddifa(during therituals of theHajj), whilst
the second type of combinationispermissible
in any type of journey; he proved this stance
with ten Ahadith of the Prophet sal Allah‘alayh
wasallam.

Imam Ahl as-Sunna was also asked
regarding the impurity of a dog, and which
body parts of adog areimpure. Al-Irnam al-
A’ zam Abu Hanifaconsidered only the saliva
and flesh of a dog to be impure, and ‘Ala
Hadrat put forth fifty evidencesto provethis
opinion of ImamAbu Hanifa.

In al-’ Ata an-Nabawiyya, al-lmam
Ahmad Rida Khan wrote on the subject
oftayammum, in which he described atotal of
ahundred and eighty one materialswith which

1. The one length shadow is when the time of ‘Asr commences for the Shawafi’,
Malikiyya and the Hanabila-however, the jumhur position in the Hanafi madhab is that the
‘Asr time commences when the shadow reaches twice the length of an object (excluding the
length of shadow that was present when the sun was at its zenith).
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tayammum is permissible with. Works in
Hanafi figh preceding ‘ AlaHadrat stated fifty
eight materials with which tayammum is
impermissiblewith - theimam added afurther
seventy two materialsto thiscategory i.e. he
listed one hundred and thirty types of materials
with which tayammum isimpermissible with.
Thistypeof detail and scrupulousnessisseldom
seen in other works of jurisprudence; one can
clearly see what The Divine Bestowed upon
Imam Ahmad Rida.

Likewise, aquestion that was oft posed
tolegal juristsisthefollowing:

When water runsout for one performing
ghusl dueto major ritual impurity, and then a
minor form of impurity exits from his body,
which impurity should be removed first when
water becomes available again?

The books of figh diversely describe
what anindividual in thisinstance should do -
in fact, many legal works have mentioned
fifteen waysin which aperson can tacklethis
issue. ImamAhl as-Sunna, meanwhile, detailed
ninety eight waysll

Theauthor of ad-Durr al-Mukhtar cited
thefollowing hadith:

T e Ve Ve Ve U Wa W Ue Ve Ve Ve Ue We Ue Ve Ve Ve Ve VUe Ua Ve Ua Ve Ve VeV a Ve Ua Vs

‘Indeed, the Qur’anis greater to Allah
than whatever isin the heavens and the earth.’

‘Allamaibn‘ Abdidin a-Shami wrotethe
following regarding this hadith in his
commentary of ad-Durr, namely Radd al
Muhtar:

‘ Some say that the Qur’ anisgreater than
the Prophet, whilst others say that the Prophet
sal Allah *alayh wasallam is superior than the
Qur’an. It is ore better to be quiet on this
issue.’

However, Imam Ahmad Rida Khan
remarked, ‘ Thereis no need to be quiet, the
ruling isclear to meby thegrace of Allah.” The
imam then went on to explain how the kalam of
Allah is of two types, namely nafsi and lafzi.
The first type pertains to the essence of the
Qur’an, which is The Speech of Allah. The
Speech of Allahispre-eternal and uncreated,
and henceisgreater than the Prophet sal Allah
‘alayh wa sall am. However, the words of the
Qur’an are created into a scriptural form, and
hence, thisaspect of the Qur’ aniscreated. The
Prophet sal Allah ‘alayh wa sallam is greater
than all creation and thereforeis superior tothe
lafzi aspect of the Qur’ an.

1. Thisisin hi svolume one of al-’ Ata an-Nabawiyya
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